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Firm set to expand

A Shropshire manu-
facturer is set to begin
2012 with expansion
into new offices fol-
lowing a six-figure
investment.

The investment is the latest
move in a strategic plan to
grow Telford-based Fabweld
Steel Products by 35 per cent
over the next five years, as
demand for its innovative man-
hole covers increases.

The company, which specialises in
designing and developing access covers
and drainage equipment, this year
pumped more than £300,000 into its
company to improve production times
and quality of work.

The new purpose-built offices will
provide accommodation for 20 office
staff, currently working on three dif-

ferent sites at FSP’s Madeley head-
quarters.

Difficult

Managing director Richard Hilton
said: “We know that the last 12 months
has been difficult for many in the man-
ufacturing sector, especially those with
a reliance on European exports. Of
course, we are not immune to the
Eurozone crisis, the volatility of the
financial markets or the cutback in
public sector spending.

“However, by focusing our develop-
ment on innovative products and tar-
geting new markets overseas in
growing economies, we are able to
invest in the future of both the com-
pany, our product range and our staff.”

The new offices have been designed
with input from low carbon solution
specialists Pro Enviro, of Rugby, to
ensure that the offices are energy effi-
cient.

The Fabweld Steel Products

The company this year launched a
new product, the Solo Slide manhole
cover, a recessed cover made from mild
steel which blends in with its sur-
rounding area. It can be operated by
just one person using a key, eliminat-
ing health and safety lifting concerns.

Mr Hilton said: “The Solo Slide has
been installed in city centre locations
across the country including in Trafal-
gar Square and outside the London
Eye. And with the investment of
£250,000 in 2011 in a new laser cutting
machine reducing production times,
we are becoming the first choice for
customers who need our products
quickly.

“We are always developing our staff,
we run numeracy and literacy pro-
grammes and have completed Knowl-
edge Transfer Partnerships with the
University of Wolverhampton, which
gives us top-class in-house design
expertise.

“When you combine that with
investment in capital equipment,
including a £50,000 press brake to
keep up with the laser, we’re already

e

r

—probst

the better solution

e Paver Laying Systems
e Vacuum Laying Technology
e Landscaping & Civil Engineering
e Manhole & Pipe Laying
e Attachments for Truck Cranes
Unit C12 Wem Industrial Estate, Soulton Road,
Wem, Shropshire SY4 55D

Tel: 01939 235325
Fax: 01939 235562

www.probst-handling.co.uk
sales@probst-handling.co.uk
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Your business...

Alan Hopkins of Alan Ward Furniture
with DY's Andrew Young

DY's Marie Bramwell
with Butcher Bert Butler

Dyke Yaxley, Chartered Accountants,

1 Brassey Road, Old Potts Way, Shrewsbury SY3 7FA
T. 01743 241281 F: 01743 235794

E: info@dykeyaxley.co.uk

www.dykeyaxley.co.uk

Refrigeration ext
Peter Gee with DY’s Mark Bramall

www.shropshirestar.com 31
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team at work in Ironbridge

ahead of the curve for when the econ-
omy gets back on its feet.

“We’ve taken on two new appren-
tices and will hopefully take on more
throughout 2012, as we look to boost
not only our workforce but also our
order book.”

The company is also helping to boost
the manufacturing sector in the
region, offering spare capacity on the
new £250,00 Trumpf laser machine to
firms without the hi-tech capability.

Mr Hilton added: “We’re are work-
ing with a number of companies from
across Shropshire, the Midlands and
further afield.

“This was a decision taken not just
to ensure the most efficient use of
expensive equipment but also to help
other small manufacturers.

“Some of them want to create high
quality parts but can’t justify the
expense of their own machine, and oth-
ers simply need occasional or smaller
projects completed on an ad hoc basis.
All of this helps to contribute to the
growth of the manufacturing sector in
the area.”

| Over 10,000 vehlcles avallable
Searchus on Facebook, cars, Vans, Minibuses, Tippers, Camper
Vans, 4x4s, Pick-ups etc...

Unit 1, Sundarne Trade Park, Featherbed Lane, Shrewsbury, SY1 4NS

hire@days.co.uk 0800 3897626
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Tel: 01691 777308 email: Mark. Lewis13@btconnect.com

e Cost effective Recruitment

and permanent basis

® Reputation for excellence in Recruitment

® Serving the Local Business Community

Business Sectors on both a temporary
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Working for a
better environment

High capacity containers, roll on/roll off systems, skips,
trade waste bins and front end loading systems.

Recycling solutions for paper, cardboard, plastics,
timber and metal.

For all your commercial waste management and
recycling requirements, tel 01952 630459.

Station Road, Dorrington, Shrewsbu

Tel: 01743 718777 Fax: 01743 718867

email:enquiries@wildesplanthire.co.uk

www.wildesplanthire.co.uk
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* We work tirelessly for our candidates
and clients with a commitment to
provide excellent customer service and
quality standards

Suite J

Business Development Centre
Stafford Park 4

Telford

TF3 3BA

T: 01952 299909
F: 01952 231078

www.trspersonnel.co.uk
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Email: bill@Itsmids.co.uk

CRAVEN ARMS
01588 660166

www.veolia.co.uk

EMPTYING

SHREWSBURY
01743 244 448




